Day 1: Jesus comes to Jerusalem
(Image of a Palm Leaf)

Mark 11:1-11
As Jesus and his followers were coming closer to Jerusalem, they came to the towns of
Bethphage and Bethany near the Mount of Olives.
From there Jesus sent two of his followers and said to them, “Go to the town you can see
there. When you enter it, you will quickly find a colt tied, which no one has ever ridden.
Untie it and bring it here to me. If anyone asks you why you are doing this, tell him its
Master needs the colt, and he will send it at once.”
The followers went into the town, found a colt tied in the street near the door of a house,
and untied it. Some people were standing there and asked, “What are you doing? Why
are you untying that colt?”
The followers answered the way Jesus told them to answer, and the people let them take
the colt. They brought the colt to Jesus and put their coats on it, and Jesus sat on it.
Many people spread their coats on the road. Others cut branches in the fields and spread
them on the road. The people were walking ahead of Jesus and behind him, shouting,
“Praise God! God bless the One who comes in the name of the Lord! God bless the
kingdom of our father David! That kingdom is coming! Praise to God in heaven!”
Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the Temple. After he had looked at everything,
since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve apostles.
Activity:
Find a couple of ‘palm’ leaves and place them in the Easter Basket.

Day 2: Jesus washes his friends feet.
(Read page 286-288 of Jesus Story Book Bible)
(Image of feet)

John 13:
During the meal Jesus stood up and took off his outer clothing. Taking a towel, he wrapped
it around his waist. Then he poured water into a bowl and began to wash the followers’
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him…
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and sat down again. He
asked, “Do you understand what I have just done for you? You call me ‘Teacher’ and
‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that is what I am. If I, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also should wash each other’s feet.

Activity:
Draw around your feet, colour them/cut them out and put them in the Easter Basket.

Day 3: Jesus has a meal with his friends.
(Read page 292 of the Jesus Story Book Bible )
(Image of cup and bread

Luke 22:10-20
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be
sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and make preparations for us to eat the
Passover.’ ‘Where do you want us to prepare for it?’ they asked. He replied, ‘As you enter
the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he
enters, and say to the owner of the house, “The Teacher asks: where is the guest room,
where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?” He will show you a large room upstairs,
all furnished. Make preparations there.’
They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover.
When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, ‘I
have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not
eat it again until it finds fulfilment in the kingdom of God.’
After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, ‘Take this and divide it among you.
For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’
And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’
In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, which is poured out for you.
Activity: Find a couple of toys in the house which can represent the cup and the bread for
the Easter basket.

Day 4: Jesus prays.
(Read page 294-296 in the Jesus Story Book Bible)

(praying hands)

Mark 14:31-42
Jesus and his followers went to a place called Gethsemane. He said to them, “Sit here
while I pray.” Jesus took Peter, James, and John with him, and he began to be very sad
and troubled. He said to them, “My heart is full of sorrow, to the point of death. Stay here
and watch.” After walking a little farther away from them, Jesus fell to the ground and
prayed that, if possible, he would not have this time of suffering. He prayed, “Abba, Father!
You can do all things. Take away this cup of suffering. But do what you want, not what I
want.”
Then Jesus went back to his followers and found them asleep. He said to Peter, “Simon,
are you sleeping? Couldn’t you stay awake with me for one hour? Stay awake and pray
for strength against temptation. The spirit wants to do what is right, but the body is
weak.” Again Jesus went away and prayed the same thing. Then he went back to his
followers, and again he found them asleep, because their eyes were very heavy. And they
did not know what to say to him.
After Jesus prayed a third time, he went back to his followers and said to them, “Are you
still sleeping and resting? That’s enough. The time has come for the Son of Man to be
handed over to sinful people. Get up, we must go. Look, here comes the man who has
turned against me.”

Activity: Write or draw a prayer, put it in the Easter Basket.

Day 5: Peter denies Jesus and the soldiers mock him
(Image of a crown of thorns.)

Luke 22:54-62
Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter
followed at a distance. And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the
courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. A servant-girl saw him
seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, ‘This man was with him.’
But he denied it. ‘Woman, I don’t know him,’ he said. A little later someone else saw him
and said, ‘You also are one of them.’
‘Man, I am not!’ Peter replied. About an hour later another asserted, ‘Certainly this fellow
was with him, for he is a Galilean.’ Peter replied, ‘Man, I don’t know what you’re talking
about!’ Just as he was speaking, the cock crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at
Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: ‘Before the cock
crows today, you will disown me three times.’ And he went outside and wept bitterly.
Matthew 27:27-31
Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole
company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and
then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right
hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they
said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and
again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him.
Then they led him away to crucify him.
Activity: Find some bendy sticks and see if you can make a crown of thorns and a cross,
put them in the Easter basket.

Day 6 (Good Friday): Jesus dies.
(Square of material ripped in two)
Read The Garden, the Curtain and the Cross together and read The Sun
Stops Shining chapter in the Jesus Story Book Bible.

Mark 14:45-56
From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. About three in the
afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). When some of those standing there heard
this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He
filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said,
“Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” And when Jesus had cried
out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.

Activity: Find an old piece of cloth, make a small tear with scissors at the top,
then rip it apart, place it in the Easter Basket.

Day 7: Jesus is put in the tomb
(Image of a rock)

Luke 23:50-56
Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright
man, who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town
of Arimathea, and he himself was waiting for the kingdom of God. Going to Pilate, he
asked for Jesus’ body. Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a
tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. It was Preparation Day, and
the Sabbath was about to begin. The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee
followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then they went home
and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the
commandment.

Activity: Find some stones, put them in the Easter Basket.
You might also want to start to build a tomb out of lego.

Easter Sunday: Jesus is Alive!
Read from page 310 in the Jesus Story Book Bible.
(Image of an empty Tomb)
John 20:1-21
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, ‘They have taken the
Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!’
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of
linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went
straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had
been wrapped round Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the
linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw
and believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the
dead.) Then the disciples went back to where they were staying.
Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head
and the other at the foot. They asked her, ‘Woman, why are you crying?’ ‘They have taken
my Lord away,’ she said, ‘and I don’t know where they have put him.’ At this, she turned
round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realise that it was Jesus. He asked
her, ‘Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?’
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have put him, and I will get him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’
She turned towards him and cried out in Aramaic, ‘Rabboni!’ (which means ‘Teacher’).
Jesus said, ‘Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to
my brothers and tell them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.”’ Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen the Lord!’
And she told them that he had said these things to her.
Jesus appears to his disciples On the evening of that first day of the week, when the
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ After he said this, he showed them
his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus
said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.’

Activity: Make the above scenes out of lego/playmobil.

Easter Praise Dance Party:
Oh Happy Day.
See What a Morning.
Thine Be the Glory
Colin Buchanan- Boss of the Cross
Colin Buchanan- He is Risen.
Awesome Cutlery - He has Risen!

